Historic,  Archive  Document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


- 


* 


Number  78 


November  17,  1923- 


EXTENSION  SERVICE 

OFFICE  OF  COOPERATIVE  EXTENSION  WORK,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


THIS  LO 


S GOOD 


TO  ORGANIZE  OR  NOT  TO  ORGANIZE 
Concrete  Data  as  to  the  Value  of  Community  Organization 

Prepared  by  M.  C.  Wilson 

Extension  workers  have  long  conceded  the  value  of  definitely  organ- 
ized community  work.  Owing  to  the  lack  of  standards  for  measuring  the  re- 
sults of  extension  work,  concrete  data  as  to  the  increase  value  of  organized 
work  over  unorganized  work  has  been  difficult  to  secure.  The  following  study 
of  12  Pennsylvania  counties  is  taken  from  Director  McDowell's  annual  report 
for  1922: 
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This  comparison  has  been  made  possible  by  the  development  in  Pennsyl- 
vania of  a measure  of  extension  results  called  "farm  contacts.  * The  term  may 
be  defined  as  an  individual  farmer  "led  to  adopt  an  improved  practice  as  a. 
result  of  extension  work.  The  State  supervisors  determine  the  total- number 
of  farm  contacts,  in  each  Pennsylvania  county  each  year  by  a detailed  analysis 
of  the  records  in  the  county  extension  offices.  It  will  be  noted  that  80  per 
cent  more  farm  contacts  were  made  in  the  organized  than  in  the  unorganized 
communities. 
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